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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1 . Claims 1-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 

Remillard (U.S. Patent No. 5,504,519). 

Regarding claim 1, Remillard discloses a signal processing apparatus 
comprising: a receiving circuit for receiving data that is transmitted from a sender 
such that the data can be simultaneously received by a plurality of receivers (see 
[figure 2] where apparatus comprises circuits enabling it to receive through 
antenna, cable, or a communication medium; see also [column 4 line 66 through 
column 5 line 14] for the inclusion of television/cable services which can be 
simultaneously received); and a processing circuit for outputting, to a printer, 
print data in accordance with both of the data received by the receiving circuit 
and user information of a user of the signal processing apparatus (see [figure 2] 
where apparatus has an output for a printer; see also [column 3 lines 59-65] 

c 

where apparatus is capable of printing data dependant upon user information, 
user selections or other information containing user selection criteria; see also 
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facility selections and also received data from those user selected facilities, such 
as purchase information from home shopping which is used to print chits or 
coupons, tickets, and the like). 

Regarding claim 2, Remillard discloses all of the limitations of claim 1 
including wherein the processing circuit includes a least a circuit for generating 
the print data to be output to the printer by extracting, on the basis of user 
information, a part of the received data transmitted so as to be simultaneously 
receivable by the plurality of receivers (see [column 2 lines 56-65] where user 
profile is monitored and uploaded to an appropriate facility; [column 3 line 59-65] 
where based on uploaded profile information, a remote "interactor" facility is able 
to extract from a plurality of printable matter, such as tickets, chits, and the like, a 
select group of coupons determined to be appropriate depending upon the user 
. profile or other selection criteria; also see [column 5 lines 55-60]). 

Regarding claim 3, Remillard discloses all of the limitations of claim 2 
including wherein the data transmitted so as to be simultaneously receivable by 
the plurality of receivers includes data selectable as data to be used in the print 
data (see [column 3 lines 59-61] and [column 5 lines 34-39] for printing a 
hardcopy of the information displayed on the television; see also [column 8 lines 
1-1 1] where apparatus is capable of telestration, editing the telestration, and as 
prior disclosed, printing what is on the display) and also includes data for use in 
sequentially generating stimuli perceptible by user via a perception device (see 
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[column 2 lines 15-29] where apparatus includes the ability to receive and display 
broadcasted data, such as video, through cable programming). 

Regarding claim 4, Remillard discloses all of the limitations of claim 1 
including wherein the processing circuit includes at least a circuit for outputting, 
to the outside of the signal processing apparatus, a signal for requesting the print 
data of data from which the print data is obtainable (see [figure 2] for printer 
terminal), in accordance with data transmitted so as to be simultaneously 
receivable by the plurality of receivers and in accordance with information 
associated with a user of the signal processing apparatus (see [column 6 lines 
16-30] where the user, along with any other user, can request information 
regarding a product; see also [column 5 lines 34-39] and [column 5 lines 50-52] 
where the apparatus can capture and print any image from the television screen). 

Regarding claim 5, Remillard discloses all of the limitations of claim 1 
including wherein the user information includes at least information indicating a 
behavior history of the user (see [column 2 lines 14-19]; [column 2 lines 58-65] 
for behavior history of the user). 

Regarding claim 6, Remillard discloses all of the limitations of claim 5 
including wherein a signal processing apparatus is further capable of indicating 
times at or for which the user perceived the stimuli generated on the basis of the 
data (see [column 2 lines 58-65] where time/date stamps are used to monitor 
programs the user watches). 
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Regarding claim 7, Remillard discloses all of the limitations of claim 1 
including wherein the user information includes at least information indicating a 
property of the user (see [column 2 lines 14-19], [column 2 lines 58-65] for 
behavior history as a property of the user; see [column 4 lines 35-37] where a 
user property can include credit card information). 

Regarding claim 8, Remillard discloses all of the limitation of claim 1 
including wherein the user information includes at least identification information 
for identifying the signal processing apparatus (see [column 6 lines 23-24] where 
the information includes the electronic device's ID). 

Regarding claim 9, Remillard discloses all of the limitations of claim 1 
including wherein the user information is acquired on the basis of data received 
by the receiving circuit (see [column 6 lines 5-30] where a host computer or 
appropriate facility periodically receives uploaded user information and on the 
basis of the apparatus receiving user attributes triggers the display of special 
menus or informational graphics when a selected show matches a predefined 
criteria; see also [column 7 lines 53-55] and [column 3 lines 23-44] where user 
information unique to the user are received from another user's device through a 
receiving circuit; see also [column 8 lines 1-11], [column 5 lines 30-39] and 
[column 3 lines 23-26] where user information can be acquired via exchanging 
(sending and receiving) information between two users or the host computer 
where data can then be received by a receiving circuit from a particular user 
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which contains inherently unique user identification information to facility delivery 
or can be received from the host computer using such delivery identification 
information; also see [column 6 lines 54-57] where user information is acquired 
by receiving circuit). 

Regarding claim 10, Remillard discloses all of the limitations of claim 1 
including wherein the data transmitted so as to be simultaneously receivable by 
the plurality of receivers includes at least data for use in sequentially generating 
stimuli perceptible by a user via the perception apparatus (see [column 2 lines 
14-17] where apparatus provides user the ability to interact with television or 
cable programming; see also [column 2 lines 56-58] where apparatus has built in 
TV tuner for watching video; see also [column 8 lines 1-11] where apparatus has 
ability to receive television broadcast). 

Regarding claim 11, Remillard discloses all of the limitation of claim 1 
including a printer for performing printing in accordance With the print data output 
from the processing unit (see [figure 1] for printer connected to apparatus; see 
also [column 3 lines 59-61] where a printer is connected to the apparatus; see 
also [column 5 lines 50-60] where apparatus has printer interface). 

2. Claims 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Von Kohorn 
(U.S. Patent No. 5,249,044). 
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by a printer and second data specifying signal processing to be performed on the 
first data to produce the print data depending on information associated with a 
user of a particular signal processing apparatus, in such a manner that the first 
data and the second data can be simultaneously received by a plurality of signal 
processing apparatuses (see [column 1 lines 38-68] for a primary signal being 
transmitted containing product information signals which contain product specific 
data to be printed; see also [figure 4B,5], [column 4 lines 8-13], [column 4 lines 
30-46] for information associated with a user of a particular signal processing 
apparatus being entered and stored to be transmitted at a later date; see also 
[column 4 lines 52-57] where the data containing the product information to print 
the coupon and the user information are combined to form the combined data, a 
coupon, which is processed together and printed). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason Thomas whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
5080. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Thurs., 8:00a.m. - 5:00p.m. 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dennis Chow can be reached on (571 ) 272-7767. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



J. Thomas 




